Roman Key Card Blackwood
 

The location of the king of trumps is a very important card when a pair is looking for a slam. Based on this principle, the Roman Key Card convention modifies the responses to 4NT Blackwood by counting the king of trumps as an ace. Thus there are five "aces" for responder to show, which he does in this scheme: 
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: 0 or 3 key cards
5: 1 or 4 key cards
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: 2 or 5 key cards without the queen of trumps
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: 2 or 5 key cards with the queen of trumps

If a major suit is trumps and responder bids 5[image: image4.png]


, the cheapest step bid by the RKC bidder asks for the queen of trumps. Responder denies the queen of trumps by bidding five of the major. With the queen he jumps to six of the major. For instance: 
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	4NT(1)
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1. Roman Key Card Blackwood
2. 0 or 3 key cards
3. Do you have the queen of hearts? 
4. Yes

If spades is trumps and responder bids 5[image: image9.png]


, the cheapest step bid by the RKC bidder again asks for the queen of trumps: 

	1[image: image10.png]



5[image: image11.png]


(2)
5[image: image12.png]


(4)
	4NT(1)
5[image: image13.png]


(3) 



1. Roman Key Card Blackwood
2. 1 or 4 key cards
3. Do you have the queen of spades? 
4. No

A 5NT rebid by the RKC bidder asks for the cheapest king. With the club king, for example, responder would bid 6[image: image14.png]
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A 9 8 7
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K J 10 5 3
[image: image17.png]


Q 3
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K 3
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K Q J 10
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A Q 9 8 2
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A Q 4 
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5NT
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1430
The variant known as 1430 RKC switches the meanings of 5[image: image26.png]
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 shows 1 or 4 key cards, and 5[image: image29.png]


 shows 0 or 3. 


