Michaels
 

Invented by Mike Michaels, this convention stipulates that a cue-bid of a natural opening bid shows a two-suited hand. Here is the structure: 
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) 2 : At least 5-5 in the majors. Partner must take a preference to 2[image: image2.png]
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, although he can, with the appropriate hand, make a pre-emptive jump in either major. 
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 : At least 5-5 in the majors. 
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 : At least 5-5 in spades and a minor. With no interest in spades and tolerance for both minors, partner can bid 2NT to ask for the minor. 
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 : At least 5-5 in hearts and a minor. 

Michaels does not require any particular strength, although vulnerability is usually a factor when holding a weak hand. There is disagreement as to what to do holding an intermediate (12-16 point) two-suited hand. Some players prefer to overcall with the higher-ranking suit immediately and then rebid the second suit later, while others prefer to use Michaels. 

Some partnerships also play 1x : P : 2y : 2x as Michaels. 

Partnerships should also decide whether to use the balancing cuebid (for example 1[image: image10.png]


 : P : P : 2[image: image11.png]


) as Michaels. Using it as Michaels with an intermediate hand or better is the treatment recommended in Modern Bridge Conventions by Bill Root and Richard Pavlicek. 

