Cappelletti (Hamilton) 
 

Also known as Hamilton, Cappelletti is a defensive convention for use after an opponent has opened 1NT. The structure is: 

X: Penalty 
2
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: Any one-suited hand 
2: Both majors 
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: Hearts and a minor
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: Spades and a minor 
2NT: Both minors 

Cappelletti may be used in both direct and balancing seat. 

The 2[image: image4.png]


 bid asks partner to bid 2[image: image5.png]


. The overcaller passes 2[image: image6.png]


 if his suit is diamonds or corrects to the proper suit. Responder may ignore the 2[image: image7.png]
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 with a strong club suit, or he may bid two of a major with a good 5-card suit. He may also bid 2NT with 11-13 points and a balanced hand.
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 bid usually shows at least 5-4 in the majors and requests partner to bid his better major. With poor major-suit support, partner is allowed to pass 2[image: image10.png]


 with a good diamond suit or 3[image: image11.png]


 with a good club suit. A 2NT response shows either a minor-suit hand asking partner to bid 3[image: image12.png]
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, or a limit raise in one of the majors. In the latter case, advancer plans on rebidding 3[image: image14.png]
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 after partner has bid his better minor. As a result, an immediate response of 3[image: image16.png]
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 is preemptive, in accordance with the LAW. 
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 and 2[image: image20.png]


 bids are nonforcing. Here too an immediate raise by partner is preemptive. When partner responds 2NT, he is either asking for the minor or showing a limit raise. For instance, 
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K Q 10 5 2
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4 3
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A J 10 7 2
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5 3
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K 9 8
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K 8 6 3
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J 10 9 8 


	1NT
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!
Pass
2NT! 
Pass
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All Pass
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K Q 10 5 2
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4 3
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A J 10 7 2
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A 9 8 7
[image: image36.png]


K 9 8
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8 5
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A 4 3 2


	1NT
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!
Pass
2NT!
Pass
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Pass
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Pass
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All Pass
 



	


 

 

 

