Bergen Raises
 

Bergen raises, devised by American expert Marty Bergen, are specialized raises of 1M. When partner opens 1
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 or 1, the following artificial raises are possible: 
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 is a constructive raise, with 4-card support and roughly 7-10 points
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 is a limit raise, with 4-card support and roughly 10-12 points
3M is a preemptive raise, with 4-card support and roughly 0-6 points.

In addition: 
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 is a splinter, not a weak or strong jump shift. Opener's cheapest rebid asks for clarification; 3NT by responder (if possible) then shows a void in any suit (except in spades), while a 4-level rebid shows a singleton in that suit. 
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 is a splinter in clubs, diamonds or spades. Opener can rebid 3NT to ask for clarification; a 4-level rebid by responder shows a singleton or void in that suit. 

· A 3NT response shows any 4333 hand that contains exactly 3-card support and 13-15 HCP. 
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 response shows any 4333 hand that contains exactly 3-card support and 15+ HCP. 
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 responses is a constructive preempt. 

· 4-of-the-opposite major is natural. 

Bergen raises work well with Jacoby 2NT, which can be used to show all 12+ hands with 4-card support. Consequently, all hands with 4-card support for partner can be distinguished with specific bids. 

Some players play 'Reverse Bergen Raises' by switching the meanings of the 3[image: image10.png]
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 responses. 

Bergen raises are off in competition. 

